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EMAS Verifiers

Inspections have to be carried out on
technical installations (for e.g. lifts
installations), farms, food establishments
and other types of organisations to
ensure that these continuously meet
health and safety regulations.
Accredited inspection bodies inspecting
such organisations fulfil these tasks with
high teliability. An inspection body will
be acctedited following an independent
evaluation by the NAB-MALTA against
the requirements specified in the
international standard MSA EN
ISOllEC r702o.

professionalism. To ensure this, Legal
Notice No.r36 of 2003 establishes that
conformity assessment bodies which are
willing to be appointed as notified bodies
must become accredited.

EMAS (Eco-Management and Audit
Scheme) is a voluntary scheme designed
for companies and other organisations
that are willing to commit themselves
to evaluate, manage and improve their
environmental performance. Companies
adopting such a scheme must be
evaluated by EMAS environmental
verifiers. NAB-MALTA is responsible
for the accreditation of EMAS verifiers
and it also supervises the activities of
environmental verifiers from other ED
states carrying out EMAS assessments
in Malta. EMAS is defined in the ED
Council regulation 76r12001.

Inspection Bodies

Certification Bodies

A notified body is a third party
authorised to perform the conformity
assessment tasks specified in the relevant
ED directive. It is appointed by a
Member State and must have the
necessary qualifications and meet the
requirements laid down in the directive.
It is essential that notified bodies
operate with a proven high level of
competence, integrity and

There are various types of certification
bodies which operate in a number of
different areas. Certification bodies have
to be accredited to be recognised as
being competent to issue quality and
environmental management system
certificates to organisations. Other
certifications bodies are accredited as
being technically competent to certify
products. Personnel certification bodies
are accredited as being competent to
qualifY personnel in particular skills such
as welding. Certification bodies can also
be accredited to certifY service providers
issuing electronic signatures.
Accreditation of these certification
bodies is based on compliance with the
criteria related to the specific subject
area.

Notified Bodies
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The NAB-MALTA also issues a number of guidance
documents on accreditation which are available in hard copy
format from the office or else can be downloaded free of
charge from the website.

A Conformity Assessment Body needs to comply with
standards, regulations and policies to be eligible for
accreditation. The international standards are available for
purchase from the Malta Standards Authority. Policies and
regulations are issued by the NAB-MALTA and can be
downloaded free of charge from the NAB-MALTA website
or can be obtained in hard copy format from the office.

Which is the Accreditation Body in Malta?

What about standards, regulations, policies
and guides?

ED Regulation 76512008 defined the European accreditation
infrastructure by setting out requirements for Member States
and Accreditation bodies. Accreditation bodies are responsible
for accreditation in accordance with the relevant 15017000
series of standards and guides and the harmonised EN45000
series of European Standards. National Accreditation Bodies
act in the public interest and support the standards and
conformance infrastructure. Such an infrastructure provides
objective proof that organisations comply with best practices.
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PRELIMINARYVISIT
The preliminary visit helps the NAB-MALTA in
determining whether the body appears to be
sufficiently prepared for an initial assessment to have
a reasonable chance of success. The benefits of a
preliminary visit include:
• Proper preparation for the initial assessment

including preparation of visit plan, determination
of approximate duration ofassessment and type of
assessors required,

• Clarification with the applicant of the applied scope
of accreditation,

• The lead assessor can form a general idea of the
level of implementation of the quality system
described in the submitted documentation and its
compliance with the standard.

ASSESSMENTVISIT
The result of the on-site and witness visit is a detailed
report on the evaluation of the organisation
highlighting any areas that require attention prior to
the organisation being recommended for accreditation.

THE BOARD
This board is a wide representation of organisations
having either a direct or indirect interest in
accreditation. Members come from both the public
(government ministries and authorities) and the private
(Chamber of Commerce and Enterprise, Federation
of Industry) sectors. The Board is responsible for
providing advice on technical issues, business strategy
and promotion ofaccreditation, and on the operation
and development of an accreditation scheme. The
Board is responsible for taking the decision on the
granting/withdrawal of accreditation based on the
report presented by the Director of the NAB­
MALTA.

Recommendation
to the Board

Sui veiPaoce and
re-assessmeot

APPLICATION
Technical guides, regulations, policies and application
forms can be obtained from the NAB-MALTA. They
can also be downloaded from the website:
www.nabmalta.org.mt

DOCUMENT REVIEW
The documents submitted by the applicant are
assessed by the NAB-MALTA. The lead assessor will
carry out the desk audit identifying the need for
further documentation) the need for a pre-assessment,
potential nonconfonnities and proposed composition
of the assessment team

ASSESSMENTTEAM
The assessment is carried out by experts according
to the scope of accreditation. The team will have
been chosen to ensure they can cover every aspect of
the organisation's operations. All assessors will have
attended an assessor training course and will be aware
of the necessary standards of assessment and any
particular requirements of the NAB-MALTA. Each
will have signed a confidentiality agreement with the
NAB-MALTA since it is vital that any information
gained during the assessment visit is kept confidential.

SCOPE OF ACCREDITATION
The accreditation certificate is issued against a scope
of accreditation which details the specific areas
accredited. The scope is published and maintained
by the NAB-MALTA.

SURVEILLANCE & RE-AS SES SMENT
SurveiUance visits will be carried out to ensure that
the accredited body continues to conform to the
requirements of accreditation on a permanent basis.
The first surveillance visit is carried out 6 months
after the initial visit. The accredited body will also
need to undergo, after a specified period of time, a
full re-assessment equivalent in detail to the original
assessment.


